Identity:  Sense of Self/Sense of Place
English 9
	STAGE 1: Identify Desired Results

	Established Goals:

· Main Objective:  

Students will explore what elements create identity for individuals and for societies.  They will understand the influence a society has on an individual’s identity and vice versa.  Students will conduct reliable research to identify key traits of North Adams, MA, and write a clear report of their research including accurate use of MLA to cite their sources.  Ultimately, students will make proposals “for a better North Adams” and present their findings to the community at large.  This will give them a better understanding of their ability to influence their surroundings.
· Supporting Objectives:  

· Students will learn effective researching skills including how to cite sources according to MLA format

· Students will learn presentation skills to effectively communicate information orally

· Students will be able to select appropriate media (digital and paper/paste) to support their presentations

· Students will create rubrics to evaluate their research, presentations, and visual aids

Common Core Standards Addressed:

Speaking & Listening Standards:

CCR. 9-10. 3.  Present information, findings, and supporting evidence clearly, concisely, and logically such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning and the organization, development, substance, and style are appropriate to purpose, audience, and task.

CCR. 9-10.5.  Make strategic use of digital media in presentations to enhance understanding of findings, reasoning, and evidence to add interest.

Writing Standards:

CCR.9-10.7. Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated question) or solve a problem; narrow or broaden the inquiry when appropriate; synthesize multiple sources on the subject, demonstrating understanding of the subject under investigation.

CCR.9-10.10 Write routinely over extended timeframes (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes, and audiences.

Reading Standards:

CCR.9-10.1 Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.



	Enduring Understandings

Individuals can impact the identity of their communities.

People have a say in how their identity is perceived both as individuals and as a society.


	Essential Questions

Who am I? 

Where does identity come from?

How does environment shape our identity?

What identities, if any, are permanent and which do we have the power to change?

What roles do neighborhood and community play in shaping who we become?

How do individuals influence the identity of their society?

Who is “North Adams?”

Do you fit in with the identity of North Adams? Why or why not?



	Learners will know….

· Political Influences of North Adams

· Economy of North Adams

· Cultural Assets of North Adams

· Symbolism 

· Slogan/logo definitions

· Marketing

· Research

· Works Cited page

· Citation rules

· Oral presentation skills

· Policy change


	Learners will be able to…(do)

· conduct reliable research using: the Internet, local human resources, and area organizations

· Present information orally in a clear and persuasive manner

· Back up point of view with factual information

· Utilize researched information to form an opinion

· Create/design a logo/slogan for the city of North Adams



	STAGE 2: Determine Acceptable Evidence

	Performance Tasks

Summative Assessment:  

Service Learning Project:  As a class, students will create a proposal to present to the mayor’s office in North Adams regarding “branding” the town and marketing its strengths.  To that end, each student will complete the following:

· Research paper on topic related to identity of North Adams (small businesses, political structure, school system, Hoosac River, Downtown Development, Downstreet Art, Proposition 2 ½, population make-up, economy, etc.)
· Based on researching the history, students will envision the future of North Adams by creating a proposal for something that would improve our city.
· Visual aid to support research paper and presentation

· Slogan/logo design for North Adams

· Oral presentation (group presentation) of proposal for acceptance of their design/logo/slogan/proposed plan for improvement
Grading criteria includes:

· Students will create two rubrics:  one for presentation skills and one for the proposal itself (using Drury School-wide rubrics as well as common core standards as their basis for evaluation).
· Students’ research paper final drafts will be graded on the Drury school-wide Effective Writing Rubric
Other Evidence

Formative Assessment:  

· Peer Feedback

· Blog & Journal Entries

· Teacher Observation

· Discussion/Question & Answer periods

· Discussion posts

· Personal Inventory (online)

· Identity Box with artist statement
· “I Am From” poem – personal, about self

· “I Am From” poem – from perspective of historical citizen of North Adams




	STAGE 3: Learning Plan

	W — Where the curriculum is going; what is expected

Students will identify themselves as individuals and their city (North Adams) as a community.  They will then, based on their research and findings, plan a marketing strategy for the city that will include a slogan, logo, and oral presentation.  An additional option is to plan an event that would kick off this celebration of North Adams.  Students will research independently, and present in teams.  Rated on a student-generated rubric, teams will compete for most effective and inspirational plan, slogan, logo & overall presentation.  The winning team will present their plan to the mayor and/or city officials.



	H — the Hook

Students enter classroom with music playing from Ms. Q’s “identity collection,” and Ms. Q’s identity box on display.

“What makes us who we are?” lesson



	E — Equip students to engage in the learning process

Literature (include, but are not limited to:)
Poetry:

“We Wear the Mask” by Paul Laurence Dunbar

Fiction:

Boys of Bobs Hill
Counting on Grace

Nonfiction:

Berkshire County: a Cultural History

Stories from Our Hills

Internet resources

· City of North Adams Website: http://www.northadams-ma.gov/
· Office of the Mayor: http://www.northadams-ma.gov/index.php?nav_id=19 

· CITY RESOURCES for info on North Adams

· Develop North Adams website: http://www.developnorthadams.com/home.aspx 

· Downstreet Art website: http://downstreetart.org/ 

· Hoosac River Watershed Association: http://hoorwa.org/ 

· North Adams Public Library: http://www.naplibrary.com/ 

· Berkshire Web North Adams: http://www.berkshireweb.com/themap/northadams/northadams.html 

· Mass MoCA: http://www.massmoca.org/
· City Info (check this resource): http://www.city-data.com/city/North-Adams-Massachusetts.html 

· Lucas Samaras boxes online: http://www.google.com/search?q=samaras+lucas+boxes&oe=utf-8&rls=org.mozilla:en-US:official&client=firefox-a&um=1&ie=UTF-8&tbm=isch&source=og&sa=N&hl=en&tab=wi&biw=1020&bih=592 

· North Adams hometownlocator site: http://massachusetts.hometownlocator.com/ma/berkshire/north-adams.cfm#public 

Films

Blue Eyes/Brown Eyes:  located online: http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/shows/divided/etc/view.html 
Youtube video on labeling:  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SR8j_P1O0os&feature=related
Youtube video: wearing the mask “Who are you?”:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T0pjiiVxPkE&feature=related
Arts Based Activities (Divided into categories if necessary)

· Identity Box

· Locker decorations:  Wall wisher? Decorate with images and quotes related to your identity

· Identity box
· “I Am From” poems – from personal point of view (self) and from pov of historical citizen of N.A. (child mill worker, for example)

Music:
“Every Ghetto, Every City” by Lauryn Hill
Games

“The Wind Blows”

Teacher Resources

· http://artsedge.kennedy-center.org/educators/lessons/grade-6-8/Identity_Boxes.aspx
· Lucas Samaras boxes: click HERE
· Powerpoint:  Identity (Donald Duk)

· Powerpoint:  Samaras boxes

· Powerpoint:  Rebranding (Lenox, Al Quaeda, Art Dept, BART Charter, etc.)

· Laptop carts



	R — Provide time to reflect and rethink

Blog entries

Journal entries

Think/pair/share



	E — Encourage self-evaluation

Self-reflection

Peer feedback

Student-created rubric for evaluation of presentations



	T — Tailor to the needs of the learners
Students select topic for research

Students select method for presentation/visual aid

Optional enrichment (all honors students) – event planning



	O — Remain organized

Plan for half days

Make appts with mayor’s office

Organize presentation to city day

Press release/s

Grant for anti-bullying/service learning project



	Procedure:

1. Powerpoint on Identity (see lesson plan for details)

2. Donald Duk story

3. Big Picture/Silent Conversation

4. Personal Inventory (online)

5. Locker deco

6. Symbolism lesson

7. Identity Box

8. Rebranding:  what is rebranding? Slogan? Logo? (Lenox, Al Quaeda, Art Dept, BART, Coca-cola, etc.)

9. Rebranding North Adams:  Research

10. Conducting reliable research, citing sources, works cited page

11. Visual support for presentations (powerpoint, movie, trifold, etc)

12. Presentation Skills lesson

13. Student-created rubric

14. Presentations – competition (within class then finalists head-to-head)

15. “Winning” team presents to city officials

16. Implementation?


